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Preface
Humans characteristically use language, and a characteristic feature of the use of language is that it is meaningful. Semantics is the study of meaning, of the structural ways in which it is realized in natural language, and of the formal logical properties of these structures. The area of formal semantics finds its roots in logic and the philosophy of language and mind, but it has also become deeply entrenched in linguistics and the cognitive sciences. This Cambridge Handbook of Formal Semantics constitutes a comprehensive guide to contemporary formal semantics, and it provides, among other things, a historical context and foundation of the field, a survey of the variety of formal/logical approaches to linguistic meaning, an overview of the major areas of research within current semantic theory, and a presentation of the interfaces between semantics and other domains of linguistic inquiry, broadly conceived.
This handbook is intended for everyone interested in the understanding of meaning. It presents a broad view of the semantics and logic of natural language and, as a helpful tool, of the logical languages employed.
The twenty-five chapters constituting this handbook have been grouped together into five major parts, and we hope the handbook can thus be seen to cover, in a systematic and transparent way, both the broad and the varied scope of the domain as well as the width and variety of the perspectives adopted. The contributions are subsumed under the following headings: I The landscape of formal semantics. II Theory of reference and quantification. III Temporal and aspectual ontology and other semantic structures. IV Intensionality and force. V The interfaces.
The first and the last parts are more of a methodological or programmatic nature. The first part gives a general sketch of the frameworks in and perspectives from which semantic research is conducted. The last part focuses www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press
on the intimate and intrinsic relationships with bordering academic disciplines. The three middle parts are concerned with more or less established major domains of linguistic research: the nominal domain (Part II) and the verbal or predicative domain (Part III). Both domains are studied with logical and (natural language) ontological interests. Part IV gives an overview of the various moods and modalities in language, ranging from negation, to modals, questions and other moods.
All contributors to the handbook are senior researchers working in logic and linguistics who are widely recognised as experts on the topics assigned to them. All contributions have been thoroughly reviewed by expert colleagues.
This handbook is aimed at graduate and PhD students, but it is also meant for a wider audience, and hopes to serve as a manual and source book for senior lecturers and researchers alike. All five parts center around formal semantic issues but are intended to be of interest to linguists in general, descriptive semanticists, philosophers of language, and those who work on dialogue systems, cognitive grammar, and computation.
This work is intended to document the background and development of the main currents in formal semantics. It is not intended as a textbook, although the individual chapters may figure well in introductory and advanced courses, supplying required overviews and suggestions for further reading. For more detailed introductions to the various frameworks and formalisms, we are confident that readers can find their way among a wealth of standard textbooks. (The following list is incomplete.) G. Chierchia and S. McConnell-Ginet, Meaning and Grammar (1990) , L. T. F. Gamut, Logic, Language and Meaning (1991), A. Kratzer and I. Heim, Semantics in Generative Grammar (1998) Semantics (2015) .
A handbook like this would of course not have been possible without the help of the publisher, and we would like to thank especially Helen Barton for her continuous support during the lengthy process. Peter van Ormondt has proven extremely valuable as the technical editor, who, it must be emphasized, also contributed his valuable expertise on substantial matters. All of this is greatly appreciated. We are also very grateful to the reviewers of the individual chapters, whom we would have liked to list if the reviews had not been done anonymously. Their acute and timely comments have surely increased the value of the various contributions even more. Lastly, we would like to thank the individual and collective authors, for enabling us to make this broad subject, with the help of their expertise, views, and findings, accessible to a wide audience.
